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We would like to take this first opportunity to welcome you to apply to be part of our vibrant 
and successful Sixth Form. The Sixth Form offers a very different experience to the rest of 
the College. We believe King Edward VII Sixth Form is a special place and we are proud of 
our young people. In the Sixth Form you will be treated as an individual and encouraged to 
be part of a team. Our students are challenged to achieve the highest possible standards 
and are supported by a dedicated Post 16 team as well as staff and tutors.  
 
You will undertake a varied timetable that has a rich heritage of community activities, such 
as support in local schools. The Post 16 Council is heavily involved with fundraising events 
and actively voices and tables ideas that will shape the future of our Sixth Form.  
 
We pride ourselves on the additional UCAS support programme, which advises and 
supports you through the university application process, to give you the best possible 
opportunity of securing your first choice submission.  
 
Our Sixth Form is a student body that is rich in educational achievements.  We have a Post 
16 centre that is welcoming and provides a place to study where staff and students work 
actively together to promote learning and success, as well as a healthy version of your 
favourite snack! 
 
If you are serious about good qualifications, then the Sixth Form will provide all the support 
you need for the future you want. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Post 16 Team = 
 

Mrs Pamela Ede Cooper - Head of Post 16 
Mr Lee Eveson - Assistant Head of Post 16 

Mrs Sarah Watson - Post 16 Catering Manager 
Mrs Margaret Lofthouse - Post 16 Administrator 
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The Sixth Form at King Edward VII Science and Sport College offers students a secure, but 
challenging learning environment, which will enable them to contribute to our community 
and enhance their futures.  We value every individual student and support them in their 
learning.  We encourage positive attitudes, a sense of purpose and high levels of work and 
behaviour. 
 
We have expanded the curriculum with the intention of offering students a useful, 
appropriate and relevant suite of qualifications that provides a platform upon which their 
futures are established. However, as previously stated, we do not hold a utilitarian view of 
the curriculum. Nurturing enquiring minds, reflective and respectful individuals, independent 
learning and innovation, amongst other tenets, underpins our philosophy.  Together we 
encourage, support and engineer opportunities and experiences through the curriculum that 
enables students to prosper both socially and economically as they journey into adulthood.  
 
We offer a broad suite of qualifications including AS and A2 levels, BTEC National Diplomas 
and the Extended Project Qualification. In addition, we offer one year programmes of study 
in BTEC First Certificates and GCSE English and/or Maths resits to support learners who 
need to gain more level 2 qualifications. All Sixth Form students take part in the tutorial 
programme and enrichment activities.  It is one of our foremost aims to encourage all 
students to set themselves high expectations in their future education and career. It is our 
aim to develop independence, maturity, initiative and confidence in our Sixth Form students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There is a natural progression from Year 11 into the Sixth Form.  Entry to the Sixth Form is 
open to all Year 11 students.  We demand high standards and expect students to work hard 
and take full advantage of the opportunities offered.  Detailed information of each of the 
subjects offered will be given to students at the subject talks, which take place on our open 
evening and in Sixth Form information week.  
 
Our A Level and BTEC National examination results have been excellent. Each year the 
hard work of students and teachers is rewarded with high levels of attainment in public 
examinations. In 2009, 25% of the grades awarded for A2 examinations were grade A,  
which was joint highest amongst all maintained schools in Leicestershire. Moreover, we 
have achieved a 97% pass rate for the past three years. 
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�  �Wide range of courses. 
 
�   Effective teaching and tutorial guidance  

programmes. 
 
�   Use of Post 16 Centre including the ICT suite 

and social area. 
 
�   Strong links with local community and industry. 
 
�   Exciting range of enrichment activities. 
 
�   Quality careers and higher education guidance. 
 
�   Development of key skills. 
 
�   Experience of “off site learning” through residential courses and day visits. 
 
�   Sixth Form careers talks 

 
Tutorial Programme 
 
You will have a personal timetable, which reflects your own individual choices. 
 
The Sixth Form tutorial programme is designed to establish a positive, mature rapport with Sixth 
Form students; to improve their personal and social skills; and to give students the careers 
guidance they will need to choose and apply for courses at Universities and Higher and Further 
Education Colleges.  Students are encouraged to be outward looking and well rounded citizens. 
Every student is in a tutor group with a personal tutor. The tutor is responsible for monitoring 
each student’s overall progress, conducting regular reviews and generally supporting each tutee. 
The tutor will help students research and apply for further education, university or employment. 
The tutor will also have regular contact with parents. Their tutor is the first person a student 
contacts if he or she encounters difficulties.�
 
Students will have a series of individual interviews with their tutor to encourage personal 
responsibility for their own work, by reviewing progress and target setting. 
 
 Post 16 Enrichment Activities 
 
Opportunities are provided for students to engage in an activity, e.g. sport, Right to Read; work 
experience; mentoring; Post 16 Council, Philosophy, Animation, World Cinema, College 
Magazine, Orienteering and Creative and Visual Arts. Enrichment courses provide students with 
opportunities to develop their leadership skills, to demonstrate contribution to community and to 
show their enthusiasm and commitment to developing wider key skills. These attributes and skills 
are highly valued by employers and universities  
 
Students have use of a superb study area which is well equipped with 24 computers. There is 
also a refurbished social area (with cafeteria).  Post 16 students also have access to an 
outstanding fitness suite in the Post 16 Centre. 
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�  Post 16  Council and Social Committee.Our post 16 council is active in representing 
students’ views.  New officers are elected each year and expected to contribute �

 significantly to the life of King Edward VII College.�
 

�  MUNGA – large scale role play in which students research and represent interests of the 
UN ( United Nations) General Assembly. 

 

�  Engineering Enterprise Scheme 
 

�  Community Service / Work Experience. 
 

�  Responsibilities within College e.g. School Sports Ambassadors, College Productions, Step 
into Sport and Mentoring for Key Stage 4 students. 

 

�  Villiers Park, Cambridgeshire – usually two students per term benefit by going on intensive 
study weeks. 

 

�  UCAS convention 
 

�  Higher Education Taster Days.�
�

�  Visits to local universities�
 

�  Visits / trips. 
 

�  Sports teams. 
 

�  Drama and music events. 
 

�  Special interest and hobby groups. 
 
 
Working in partnership with parents.  
 
Parents will always be made to feel welcome. There are frequent consultation evenings for 
parents including tutor evenings, parents’ evenings and progress review days. Once a year, 
parents receive a report on their child’s efforts and progress.  We have a system for contacting 
parents when a student’s work or behaviour gives cause for concern. We believe in having a three 
way partnership between students, parents and teachers. Our experience shows that establishing 
and nurturing close links with parents is the cornerstone to building better futures for our young 
people through effective communication and shared vision .�
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In the Sixth Form, you will have greater independence. However, with this independence, comes 
greater responsibility and an expectation that you will be more mature in your attitude towards 
your education, and ultimately, your future.  
 
 

�  Post 16 education is a full time commitment and we expect you to attend all your timetabled 
lessons, including enrichment. National statistics demonstrate that there is a clear link 
between levels of attendance and achievement, which is why we give Post 16 attendance 
and punctuality high priority.  

 

�  Full attendance and punctuality is also expected to registration, assemblies and one to one 
interviews. These are essential contact times between tutors and students for 
communicating important information and to support you in your studies. They are not 
optional.  

 

�  If you are absent for any reason, we still expect your parents to either telephone the College 
or explain it with a note. You will be expected to catch up on the work you have missed.  

 

�  You will have a number of study periods where it is up to you to use the time effectively, for 
example by studying in the library, or in the Post 16 Centre.  

 

�  In addition to study periods, you are expected to do a significant amount of independent 
work. This is imperative for making good progress in the Sixth Form and beyond. 

 

�  It follows that we expect all deadlines set by your teachers to be met. If, for some reason, 
you know you are not going to meet a particular deadline it is far better for you to negotiate 
this in advance with the teacher concerned. This is part of the maturity we expect.  

 

�  Many students will hold part-time jobs and this does bring many benefits but it must not take 
priority over school work. 12 hours per week should be seen as the maximum that a Post 16 
student can manage alongside their courses.  

 

�  All Post 16 students sign a written learners’ agreement whereby they accept the conditions 
and responsibilities of being in the Sixth Form.  
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Our aim in the Sixth Form is to provide students with a wide range of courses that can meet 
their educational requirements and career aspirations.  
 
The AS and A2 Qualification 
 
· It takes two years to gain the full A Level 
· The AS qualification represents the first half of a full A Level and is a qualification in its 

own right. 
· The second part of the A Level is called A2 and you have to pass the AS Level to 

continue it at A2. 
· AS and A2 each make up 50% of the full A Level, although the work in A2 is harder 
· AS + A2 = A Level. 
· An A level qualification usually consists of four modules, most of which are examined 

(see subject leaflets and listen to the talks for more information). 
 
Depending on your GCSE results in Year 11, you will study three or four option subjects at 
AS level, or a BTEC National Diploma and possibly one other subject at AS level. In 
addition, students will also participate in enrichment, tutorial and information advice and 
guidance sessions, which are compulsory.  
 

 
Advanced Level Courses in:  
 
Applied Science  Biology    Business Studies 
Fine Art    English Language  English Literature 
Chemistry    Geography   Graphics 
French    ICT     Mathematics   
History    P.E.     Psychology    
Media Studies   Photography   Sociology  
Physics    3D Product Design  Food, Nutrition and Health 
Textiles    Performance studies          Health and Social Care 
Further Mathematics 

����
BTEC National Diploma in Musical Theatre 
 
 
BTEC National Diploma in Sports 
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BTEC  National Diploma 
 
The BTEC National is recognised by employers and Higher Education establishments alike.  
These are vocational courses and they are of interest to any student who would like to follow a 
career in either Performing Arts or Sport.  They are demanding courses in terms of the amount 
of work students will do. 
 
If you have commitment and good organisation skills, either one could be the course for you. 
 
Students will need to complete 18 units for the BTEC National Diploma, (see subject leaflets). 
The units are completed by means of practical and written assignments, which focus on 
aspects of the units.  Students are required to keep their coursework up to date in a portfolio 
that contains evidence of all practical work undertaken. Unlike A Level courses, the BTEC 
National Diploma courses do not have an equivalent one year AS, therefore they take two 
years to complete. 
 
 
What are the advantages of a BTEC National Diploma?  

 
Students focus on independent learning, practical knowledge and skills. 
There is a largely common core of study with specialist pathways to suit individual candidates 
that can lead to employment, professional or academic progression. 
The College’s unit pathways allows for the aspirations of different students to be met and 
for the skills of the teachers to be best utilised. 
 
 
Entry Requirements 
 
To do Level 3 courses comprising A Level or BTEC National courses, students are expected to 
have attained : 
 

�  5 GCSE grades A* - C in at least four different sub jects 

�  Or BTEC First Diploma at Merit plus 3 GCSE grades A * - C 

�  Or BTEC First Certificate at Merit plus 3 GCSE grad es A* - C 

�  Or DiDA at Merit plus 3 GCSE grades A* - C 
 
In addition, the subjects of Maths and Science have  more specific entry requirements. 
Please read these subject descriptions for details.   
 
Students doing Level 3 courses are required to have a full Level 2 qualification, which is 5 A*-C 
grades including English and Maths. Students who do not gain a GCSE grade C or above in 
English or Mathematics, but who have gained the entry requirements stated above, will be 
allowed to progress to the Sixth Form with the following conditions.  
 

�  Students must retake English and/or Mathematics alongside their other subjects and this 
will take priority over any other subject. In such instances, you may have to accept that we 
may have to replace one of your option choices with a resit course and our decision about 
the timetabling of these classes is final. 
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How Do You Choose Your Courses/Subjects? 
�

�  You should have carefully researched your possible future career pathways and 
decided on the most appropriate courses for you to follow in Post 16.  You should 
discuss your ideas with your tutor, subject teachers and your family.  

 

�  All subject teachers will be happy to explain their Post 16 courses. Talk to them about 
your ability to take their subject at Post 16. 

 

�  You and your parents need to attend the Post 16 Options Evening and gather as much 
information as you need to assist you in making your decisions. This will take place on 
Thursday 26th November 2009 

 

�  Heads of Faculty will deliver specific subjects talks through a programme of assemblies. 
These will take place from November through to January. 

 

�  All students who apply to the Sixth Form will be interviewed and the suitability of your 
initial choices will be discussed with you. The interviews will take place between 
February and May 2010. Provisional offers will be made in writing based on your 
predicted GCSE grades.  

 

�  Final decisions about your course choice are made once GCSE results have been 
published. As offers are conditional on GCSE and BTEC grades, it is not possible to 
finalise course choice before this date. If students have not met the conditions of their 
offer, we always try to offer an alternative course. 

 

�  Students who wish to renegotiate their timetables will have two weeks to do so by 
completing a red change of course form. Any changes are subject to having achieved 
the appropriate GCSE grades and there being sufficient space left in teaching groups. 

 

�  Every effort will be made to accommodate students’ options, but in some cases, the 
combination of subjects may not work and it may be necessary to choose a different 
subject.  

 

�  Late applications will be reluctantly accepted, however, choices may be much more 
restricted for students after the deadline.  

 

�  Post 16 courses start on Thursday 2nd September 2010.  
 
Groups sizes and lesson timings 
 
The normal allocation of lessons for AS/A2 are ten 60minute lessons within a fortnight. 
However, this allocation cannot be guaranteed where a subject attracts a small number of 
students, as the group may not be economically viable and therefore, we may have to reduce 
the number of lessons per fortnight. 
Please note that the College reserves the right to amend this curriculum offer and we 
may not be able to run courses that attract six stu dents or fewer.  
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Faculty:   Art & Design  
 
Level:    AS/A2 
 
Exam Board:   AQA 
 
Entry  
Requirements:   As stated on page 8. 
 
Course Content :  The aim of the course is to build on students’ technical skills through 

drawing, painting, ICT and mixed media.  Students are encouraged to 
work independently and originally to develop their own interests and ‘style’ 
through art.  The course consists of two assessed units, unit 1 Coursework 
Portfolio and unit 2 Terminal Examination.  The Coursework Portfolio will 
begin from a particular starting point such as ‘Close Analysis’ where 
students will develop their technical skills as well as their understanding of 
Art History, before developing a chosen theme into a final piece of artwork. 

 
 As for all Design subjects, students will have the opportunity to participate 

in study visits where they will experience art and architecture first hand, 
their studies will be an integral part of their assessed work. 

 
Assessment:   AS Examination 
    Unit 1 Coursework Portfolio = 50% of AS (25% of A Level) 
    Unit 2 Terminal Examination = 50% of AS (25% of A Level) 
 
    A2 Examination 
    Unit 3 Personal Investigation = 25% of A Level 
    Unit 4 Terminal Examination = 25% of A Level 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘URBAN ENVIRONMENT’ - DEAN WILKINSON  UNIT 6 A2 ART. 



12 

�
     

-#��	���
��#����� �
 
 

Faculty:   Art & Design  
 
Level:    AS/A2 
 
Exam Board:   OCR / AQA 
 
Entry  
Requirements:   As stated on page 8. 
 
Course Content :  Everything we use, lots of things we see, touch, smell, even taste, have been 
    created and designed. Product design is a fantastic opportunity to study,  
    propose and realise design ideas that are linked to the real world.   
    Understanding human requirements and being able to develop ideas and  
    model for the future is what product design is all about. 
   

The aim of the course is to build on students’ technical understanding of 
resistant materials and their ability to be creative and develop their 2D, CAD 
CAM and 3 Dimensional skills.  Students are given the opportunity to study the 
world of Design, the different materials used and many of the different 
production techniques. They are encouraged to be innovative and think ‘outside 
the box’ for their designing. Students therefore experience the many problems 
associated with different design and make processes and will learn many new 
skills and techniques needed for any higher level design qualifications.   

 
This subject is useful for those planning a future in Design.  
Trips are arranged throughout the year and these are seen as integral to their 
Sixth Form experience. 

 
Assessment:   AS Examination 
    Unit 1  Product Design study   = 50% of AS (25% of A Level) 
    Unit 2  Innovation Challenge   = 50% of AS (25% of A Level) 
 
    A2 Examination 
    Unit 3 Design, Make and Evaluate  = 25% of A Level 
    Unit 4 Terminal Examination   = 25% of A Level 
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Faculty:    Art & Design 
 
Level:    AS/A2 
 
Exam Board:   AQA 
 
Entry  
Requirements:   As stated on page 8. 
 
Course Content:  The aims of the course are to enable you to creatively explore and develop 
    your interest in Graphic Design. You will be actively encouraged to work  
    independently and originally to develop your own graphic style and visuals 
    for presentation of your work. The course inspires you to think about the  
    way society communicates through art and graphics, and how we can  
    influence this through considered design solutions. 
  

It will give you the opportunity to experiment with many types of media, 
ranging from high tech CAD CAM routers to more traditional art and 
design techniques. The focus for your final graphics outcomes will be            
2 - dimensional with a mixture of opportunities to develop these into 
working 3D graphic products.  

  
You will have the opportunity to take part in study visits where you will 
experience graphics, art and architecture, first hand. These visits and the 
resulting responses will be an integral part of your assessed work. 

     
Assessment:    (Year one)  AS Level   You will be expected to present:  

 Unit 1   Coursework Portfolio = 50% of your final AS Grade  
       (25% of A level grade)  
 Unit 2   Terminal Examination = 50% of your final AS Grade  
       (25% of A level grade) 

 
(Year two)  A Level   You will be expected to present:  
 Unit 3   Personal investigation = 50% of your final AS Grade  
       (25% of A level grade) 
 Unit 4   Terminal Examination = 50% of your final AS Grade  
       (25% of A level grade) 
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Faculty:   Art & Design  
 
Level:    AS/A2 
 
Exam Board:   AQA 
 
Entry  
Requirements:   As stated on page 8. 
 
Course Content :  Photography will be a new subject for many students.  The course   
    therefore develops the student from beginner to advanced level.  It is a  
    mixture of technical and practical exercises which develop students’   
    knowledge of the camera and computer as creative tools.  The four main  
    topics of study are portrait, music and fashion, documentary, architectural  
    and micro photography.  These four separate units combine together to  
    make up the coursework unit. 
 

Year 12 and 13 students will have the chance to participate in study visits 
where they will experience art and architecture first hand, and the 
Photography Department run a number of excursions to shoot and access 
other cultural influences. 

 
  
 
  
 
Assessment:   AS Examination 
    Unit 1 Coursework Portfolio = 50% of AS (25% of A Level) 
    Unit 2 Terminal Examination = 50% of AS (25% of A Level) 
 
    A2 Examination 
    Unit 3 Personal Investigation = 25% of A Level 
    Unit 4 Terminal Examination = 25% of A Level 
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Faculty:   Art & Design   
 
Level:    AS/A2 
 
Exam Board:   AQA 
     
Entry  
Requirements:   As stated on page 8. 
 
Course Content :  The aim of the course is to develop students’ technical skills whilst allowing 
    them to explore and enhance their creative textile ability.  Students are  
    encouraged to experiment with a range of materials, techniques and   
    processes, including machine embroidery, appliqué, cut work, batik, needle 
    felting, mirror work, quilting and bonding. The course incorporates a ‘fashion’  
                                  element and includes pattern adapting and cutting, and fashion drawing. 

 
Inspiration for textiles derives from independent research of a variety of 
sources, including: first hand, contextual, artists and fashion designers.  From 
this students are required to develop their own original ideas that support their 
own interests and personal ‘style’.  Based on experimentation and exploration 
students are required to carry out x2 final pieces in 2D and 3D form.  Current 
project starting points are based on the themes of Organic and World Textiles. 
 
This course is suitable for those students who are interested in a creative 
design based career, including textile design, mixed media textiles, printing, 
fashion and interior design. 

 
        
Assessment:   AS Examination 
    Unit 1 Coursework Portfolio = 50% of AS (25% of A Level) 
    Unit 2 Terminal Examination = 50% of AS (25% of A Level) 
 
    A2 Examination 
    Unit 3 Personal Investigation = 25% of A Level 
    Unit 4 Terminal Examination = 25% of A Level 
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Faculty:   Art & Design   
 
Level:    AS/A2 
 
Exam Board:   OCR 
     
Entry  
Requirements:   As stated on page 8. 
 
Course Content :  This is a broad based course which looks in depth at the factors that influence 
    and affect our lifestyles and health. Students will undertake significant food 
    provision and preparation tasks in the context of modern dietary needs for  
    different groups.  

 
AS Unit G001 : Society and Health is an externally assessed unit and includes 
health, social and environmental issues, family and society and demography.  

                
AS Unit G002 : Resource Management is an externally assessed unit and 
includes food safety and hygiene, food provision and preparation, financial 
awareness and retailing.  
 
A2 Unit G003 : Home Economics (Food, Nutrition and Health) Investigative 
Study is an internally assessed unit and is of an investigative nature. 
Candidates select their own content and develop their own task to include 
practical work.  
 
A2 Unit G004 : Nutrition and Food Production is an externally assessed unit and 
includes nutrients and energy, properties of food, dietary needs and 
development and production of food.  
 

      
Assessment:   Unit GOO1: External examination = 50% of AS (25% of  A Level) 

 
Unit GOO2: External Examination = 50% of AS (25% of  A Level) 
 

    Unit GOO3: Personal, practical investigation = 25% of A Level 
     
                                  Unit GOO4: Termin al Examination = 25% of A Level 
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Faculty:   Design   
 
Level:    AS/A2 
 
Exam Board:   Edexcel 
     
Entry  
Requirements:   As stated on page 8. 

 
Course Content :  In particular, the aims of the GCE qualifications in Health and Social Care are 
    to: 
 

• develop and sustain an interest in health, early years (care and education), 
social care and issues affecting the care sector 
• acquire knowledge and understanding of health, early years (care and 
education) and issues affecting the care sector 
• develop skills that will enable students to make an effective contribution to the 
care sector including skills of research, evaluation and problem-solving in a 
work-related context 
• prepare for further study and training. 
 
The content of AS will focus on the needs of clients and the techniques and 
professional services aimed at meeting those needs. Learners will be assessed 
in the following areas of study: 
• rights, responsibilities and values 
• communication in care settings 
• health and well-being. 

 
The content of A2 will develop AS content through addressing the factors 
affecting and issues involved in service delivery. Learners will be assessed on 
the following areas of study: 
• service provision and practitioner roles 
• understanding human behaviour 
• their ability to draw together aspects of these areas in a variety of contexts. 

       
Assessment:   All Single Award Advanced GCE qualifications in this suite comprise six  
    equally-weighted units and contain an Advanced Subsidiary subset of three AS 
    units. The AS is the first half of a GCE course and contributes 50 per cent of 
    the total Advanced GCE marks. The A2, the second half of the Advanced 

GCE, comprises the other 50 per cent of the total Advanced GCE marks. 
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Faculty:    English  
 
Level:    AS/A2 
 
Exam Board:   Edexcel 
 
Entry  
Requirements:   As stated on page 8. 
 
Course Content:  You will learn about how to analyse and comment on language. This means 

you will be able to explain how and why people use language, how language 
as a system works and how writers and speakers create their effects. Your 
own writing skills will develop and you will have the chance to develop your 
skills as an independent learner. 
 
This course is suitable for students who enjoy: 
 
¨ talking and observing other people’s use of talk  
¨ developing their own writing to a brief 
¨ exploring global English 
¨ learning about how children develop in their speaking and writing skills 
¨ investigating independently. 

 
Assessment:   AS 

Unit 1- Language Today, there will be an examination of 2 hours 15 minutes. 
It is worth 60% of the total AS marks (30% of the total GCE marks). You will 
be given short pieces of written, spoken or electronic data and you will 
answer a series of short questions on them. You will then write an essay 
answer on two longer pieces of data. 
Unit 2- Exploring the Writing Process is a coursework unit. It is worth 40% of 
the total AS marks (20% of the total GCE marks). You will create a 
coursework folder, of 2000-2500 words, containing two pieces of your own 
writing, each accompanied by a commentary.  
A2 
Unit 3- Language Diversity and Children’s Language Development, there will 
be an examination of 2 hours 45 minutes. It is worth 60% of the total A2 
marks (30% of the total GCE marks).You will be given data and you will 
answer short questions and a essay based question on the data provided. 
Unit 4- English Language Investigation 
and Presentation is a coursework unit. It 
is worth 40% of the total AS marks (20% 
of the total GCE marks). You will 
undertake a research investigation of 
2500-3000 words on an area or aspect of 
language that interests you. 
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Faculty:    English  
 
Level:    AS/A2 
 
Exam Board:   Edexcel 
 
Entry  
Requirements:   As stated on page 8. 
 
Course Content:  You will learn how to analyse and respond to plays, poems and novels. 

Your writing skills will develop and you will have the chance to develop 
your skills as an independent learner.  
 
This course is suitable for students who enjoy: 
 
¨ reading literary texts  
¨ talking about texts 
¨ responding to texts in writing 
¨ developing writing skills. 

 
Assessment:   There are two units at AS and two units at A2. 

AS 
Unit 1 - Explorations in Prose and Poetry, there will be a 2 hour 15 minutes 
examination with three sections. It is worth 60% of the total AS marks 
(30% of the total GCE marks). You will be required to answer short 
questions on either unseen poetry or unseen prose, and then to write 
longer answers on poetry and prose texts that you have studied. 
Unit 2 - Explorations in Drama is a coursework unit. It is worth 40% of the 
total AS marks (20% of the total GCE marks). You will write a maximum of 
2000-2500 words on drama texts. Two responses are required: an 
explorative study and a creative critical response.  
A2 
Unit 3 - Interpretations of Prose and Poetry, there will be a 2 hour 45 
minutes examination with two sections. It is worth 60% of the total AS 
marks (30% of the total GCE marks). You will be required to answer 
questions on an unprepared prose passage or an unprepared poem, and 
then to write about your response to prose and poetry texts that you have 
studied. 
Unit 4 - Reflections in Literary Studies 
is a coursework unit. It is worth 40% of 
the total AS marks (20% of the total 
GCE marks). You will write a 
maximum of 2500-3000 words on a 
range of texts that you have chosen to 
study. 
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Faculty:     Information Communication Technology 
 
Level :    AS/A2 
 
Exam Board:    AQA 
 
Entry  
Requirements:   As stated on page 8. 
 
 
 
Course Content :  AS - Unit 1 “Practical problem solving in a digital world”  

Students are expected to make practical use of a range of applications 
software, hardware and communication technologies to address several 
different types of problem.  
AS - Unit 2 “Living in a digital world” 
It is increasingly important for future adults to be aware of the numerous 
issues arising from the use of ICT for individuals, society and organisations. 
The issues change rapidly and increasingly involve environmental and 
ethical ones. 
A2 - Unit 3 “The use of ICT in a digital world” 
This module looks at the fast changing subject of ICT, including 
developments in technology and ICT system capabilities, and how this might 
affect the world that makes use of ICT.  
A2 - Unit 4 “Coursework project” 
This module provides candidates with the opportunity to complete a project 
involving the production of an ICT-related system over an extended period of 
time and in so doing candidates will enhance their transferable practical 
skills. 
 
 
 

Assessment:   The course is assessed at the end of each year.  
Unit 1: An examination based on sample work which candidates take into the 
examination room with them. (Duration 90 Minutes) 
Unit 2: Two sectioned examination paper based on work covered. (Duration 
90 Minutes) 
Unit 3: An examination based on pre-release material provided by the 
examination board. (Duration 120 minutes) 
Unit 4: Project report which is marked by your teacher and moderated by the 
examination board. 
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Faculty:    Mathematics 
 
Level:    AS/A2  
 
Exam Board:   OCR-ME1 
 
Entry  
Requirements:   As stated on page 8 and Mathematics at Grade B GCSE. 
 
Course Content:  Mathematics at AS and A2 level will enable you to extend your knowledge of 
    Pure Mathematics, whilst developing your applied skills in Statistics and  
    Mechanics. 

At AS level you cover 3 modules: C1 Introduction to Advanced Mathematics 
         C2 Concepts for Advanced Mathematics 
          S1 Statistics 
 
At A2 level you cover 3 modules: C3 Core Mathematics 
         C4 Core Mathematics  
            and         M1 Mechanics 
 
An AS qualification can support you well with your studies in Biology, Physics, 
Chemistry, Business Studies and Geography. 
An A2 qualification can lead to you following Mathematics, Accountancy, 
Scientific and Medical courses in either further or higher education. 
 

Assessment:   C1 is assessed in January of Year 12 
C2 is assessed in May of Year 12 
S1 is assessed in June of Year 12 
 
C3 is assessed in June of Year 13 and includes Coursework 
C4 is assessed in June of Year 13 
M1 is assessed in January of Year 13 
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Faculty:    Mathematics 
 
Level:    AS  
 
Exam Board:   OCR-ME1 
 
Entry  
Requirements:   As stated on page 8 and Mathematics at Grade B GCSE. 
 
Course Content:  Further Mathematics at AS level will enable you to extend your knowledge 

of Pure Mathematics, whilst developing your applied skills in Discrete 
Mathematics and Numerical Methods. 

 
At AS level you cover 3 modules: 
   
FP1 Further Pure Mathematics 
D1 Discrete Mathematics 
NM   Numerical Methods 
 
An AS qualification can support you well with your studies in Mathematics, 
Biology, Physics, Chemistry, Business Studies and Geography. 

 
Assessment:  FP1 is assessed in January of Year 12 

D1 is assessed in June of Year 12 
NM is assessed in June of Year 12 and includes Coursework 
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Faculty:    Modern Foreign Languages 
 
Level:    AS/A2 
 
Exam Board:   AQA 
 
Entry  
Requirements:   As stated on page 8. 

 
Course Content:  AS Course content - At AS, four main topic areas are studied, each 

including three sub-topics: 
· Media: Television; Advertising; Communications Technology 
· Popular Culture: Cinema; Music; Fashion/Trends 
· Healthy Living/Lifestyle: Sport/exercise; Health and well-being; Holidays 
· Family/Relationships: Relationships within the family; Friendships; 

Marriage/Partnerships 
 

A2 Course content - The following three topic areas are studied, each 
including three sub-topics: 
· Environment: Pollution; Energy; Protecting the planet 
· The Multicultural Society: Immigration; Integration; Racism 
· Contemporary Social Issues: Wealth and poverty: Law and order; 

Impact of scientific and technological progress 
 

In addition, two of the following five cultural topics must be studied: 
· A French-speaking region/community 
· A period of 20th century history from a French-speaking country/

community 
· The work of an author from a French-speaking country/community 
· The work of a dramatist or poet from a French-speaking region/

community 
· The work of a director, architect, musician or painter from a French-

speaking country/community 
 
  Assessment:   AS Assessment 

Unit 1: Listening, Reading and Writing 
Length: 2 hours.  70% of AS, 35% of A Level.  Taken in May/June 
Unit 2: Speaking 
Length: 35 minutes (including 20 minutes preparation time) 
30% of AS, 15% of A Level.  Taken in May. 
 
A2 Assessment 
Unit 3: Listening, Reading and Writing 
Length: 2 hours 30 minutes.  35% of A Level.  Taken in May/June 
Unit 4: Speaking 
Length: 35 minutes (including 20 minutes preparation time) 
15% of A Level.  Taken in May/June. 
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Faculty:    Physical Education 
 
Level:     AS/A2 Level 
 
Exam Board:    OCR 
 
Entry  
Requirements:   As stated on page 8. 
 
Course Content:  AS 
    Application of Anatomical and Physiological Knowledge to Improve   
    Performance. 

Acquiring and Performing Movement skills. 
Contemporary Studies in Physical Education. 
Performance and its Improvement through Critical Analysis (practical and 
oral assessment) 

    A2 
Exercise and Sport Physiology: the response of the body to performance 
and training. 
Psychology of Sport Performance. 
Historical Studies in Physical Education. 
The Improvement of Effective Performance and Critical Evaluation of the 
Practical Activities with Synoptic assessment (Practical and Oral 
Assessment of the Application of Knowledge in a Chosen Activity) 

 
Assessment:   Assessment is by means of 3 Units of Assessment for AS GCE and 3  
    Units of Assessment for Advanced GCE. 
 

AS GCE Candidates take Units: 
 
G451: Anatomy and Physiology and Acquiring, Performing Movement        
    Skills and Socio-cultural studies 
G452: Practical and oral assessment (Evaluation of performance) 
 
Advanced GCE Candidates take the 3 units above plus an additional 3 
units in Year 2: 
 
G453: Psychology of Sports Performance, Historical Studies in Physical           
    Education, and Exercise and Sport Physiology and the integration of 
    knowledge of principles and concepts across different areas of    
    Physical Education 
G454: Practical and Oral Synoptic Assessment 

 
 
    N.B. Units G451 and G453 are exam based. 
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¨ THE BODY IN ACTION 

¨ HEALTH & SAFETY IN SPORT 
¨ TRAINING & FITNESS FOR SPORT 

¨ SPORTS COACHING 

¨ FITNESS TESTING FOR SPORT & EXERCISE 
¨ PRACTICAL INDIVIDUAL SPORTS 

¨ SPORTS DEVELOPMENT 

¨ SPORT & SOCIETY 

¨ PSYCHOLOGY FOR SPORTS PERFORMANCE 

¨ SPORTS INJURIES 

¨ RULES, REGULATIONS & OFFICIATING IN SPORT 

¨ WORKING WITH CHILDREN IN SPORT 

¨ PRACTICAL TEAM SPORTS 

¨ LEADERSHIP IN SPORT 

¨ EXERCISE, HEALTH & LIFESTYLE 

¨ INSTRUCTING PHYSICAL ACTIVITY & EXERCISE 

¨ ANALYSIS OF SPORTS PERFORMANCE 

¨ ORGANISING SPORTS EVENTS 
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Faculty:    Physical Education 
 
Level:    BTEC National Diploma 
 
Exam Board:   Edexcel 
 
Entry  
Requirements:   As stated on page 8. 
 
Course Content:  Students study the following units: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   This is a full time two year vocational course and each unit has 60 guided   
   learning hours. It provides a qualification for Higher Education and employment. 
   It will enable a student to enter into sport related careers such as Teaching,  
   Coaching, Facility Management, Sports Development, Sports Science and  
   Sports Administration.  
 
   All BTEC students will work towards the Community Sports Leaders Award. 
 
Assessment:  Assessment is by means of graded assignment 
   (Pass, Merit and Distinction).  
   Each student will complete 3 assignments for  
   each of the six units studied. All assignments are 
   based on realistic workplace situations, activities 
   and demands. There are no final exams, all  
   assessment is coursework based.�
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Faculty:    Performing Arts 
 
Levels:    BTEC National Diploma 
 
Exam Board:   Edexcel 
 
Entry  
Requirements:   As stated on page 8. 
 
Course Content:  The units are completed by means of practical and written assignments and 
    students will need to be involved in a wide variety of shows and   
    performances and also be prepared to go on work-related work experience. 

 
Core Units:  
Performance Workshop, Performing Arts Business, The Historical Context of Performance, 
Rehearsing for Performance, Performing to an Audience, Musical Theatre Performance. 
 
Specialist Units:  
Devising Plays, Theatre in Education, Contemporary Theatre Performance, Applying Acting 
Styles, Singing Skills for Actors and Dancers, Developing Physical Theatre, Developing 
Contemporary Dance, Dance Performance, Urban Dance, Movement in Performance, 
Developing Voice for the Actor, Choreographing Dances. 
 
NEW! From 2009 the Specialist Units include: Stage Lighting Operations, Operating Live 
Sound, Pop Music in Practice & Working and Developing as a Musical Ensemble. These 
accommodate specialists from all disciplines including those wishing to take the technical 
pathway. 

 
Assessment:  Attainment is assessed through shows, written assignments and subject-based 

disciplines which demonstrate specific students’ skills and we do a great 
number of performances and productions which are vital to all the assessment 
procedures. Also, every student becomes part of a mentoring system which 
allows them to be closely monitored and to reach their potential in any or all of 
the PA disciplines.   
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Faculty:    Performing Arts 
 
Levels :   AS 
 
Exam Board:   OCR 
 
Entry  
Requirements:   As stated on page 8. 
 
 
Course Content:  TWO units are completed by means of practical and written assignments: 
 
 

1. CREATING PERFORMANCE which include skill-based workshops in 
individual art forms (dance, drama and music), a longer piece that combines 
elements of all three art forms to be performed in a community venue. A 
written commentary on the practical work and a performance of the longer 
community piece are assessed. 

 
2. PERFORMANCE CONTEXTS 1 in which candidates study TWO 
practitioners, each from a different section: 

     A. Shobana Jeyasingh, Matthew Bourne, Lloyd Newson 
     B. Caryl Churchill; Athol Fugard; John Godber 
     C. The Beatles; George Gershwin; John Adams 
 
     
 

 
Assessment:  Students will need to be involved in a multidisciplinary show to demonstrate 

skills and understanding and there is a written exam on Performance Contexts 
1. Attainment is assessed through shows, written assignments and subject-
based disciplines which demonstrate specific students’ skills.    
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Faculty:    Science 
 
Level:    AS/A2 
 
Exam Board:   OCR 
 
Entry  
Requirements:   As stated on page 8.       
 
Course Content:  Biology at Advanced level will enable you to acquire a systematic body of 

biological knowledge and an appreciation of its significance. It is a subject 
that can provide you with great enjoyment and respect for all things living. 
This course develops many of the topics you may have already studied 
and introduces you to some of the exciting areas of Biology in the 
contemporary world. 

 
An A level qualification in Biology could prepare you to study Biology or 
one of the Biological Sciences in Further or Higher Education. You may 
wish to take a more vocational course leading to a career in medicine, 
veterinary medicine, animal health, horticulture or agriculture. 

 
 Assessment:  January 2010  -  Cells, Exchange and Transport (30%) 
  
 June 2010        -  Molecules, Biodiversity, Food & Health (50%) 
       Practical Skills in Biology (20%)  
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Faculty :    Science 
 
Level:    AS/A2 
 
Exam Board :   OCR 
 
Entry  
Requirements:   As stated on page 8 and Grade C on Higher Tier paper. 
 
Course Content:  Chemistry helps to develop the imagination and encourages creativity and 
    problem solving skills.  Students experience practical chemistry for   
    themselves, it develops their confidence and competence in handling  
    laboratory chemicals and equipment.  An A-level in Chemistry could lead  
    to a variety of university courses not just in Chemistry but also in   
    Pharmacy, Dentistry, Veterinary science, Forensic science and    
    Toxicology. 
 
Assessment:  

Unit Period examined Weighting 

F321 (AS - Atoms) 
F324 (A2 - Rings) 

January AS - 30% 
(A2 - 15%) 

F322 (AS - Energy) 
F325 (A2 - Equilibria) 

June AS - 50% 
(A2 - 25%) 

F323 (AS - Practical Skills 1) 
F326 (A2 - Practical Skills 2) 

All through the course AS - 20% 
(A2 - 10%) 
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Faculty:    Science 
 
Level:    AS /A2 
 
Exam Board:   OCR 
 
Entry  
Requirements:   As stated on page 8 and Grade C on Higher Tier paper. 
 
 
Course Content:  The  Advanced Physics course provides a distinctive structure within   
    which students learn both about fundamental physical concepts and about 
    Physics in everyday and technological settings.  A primary aim of the  
    course is to show how Physics is practised and used today.  Equally   
    important, however, is to show the usefulness of the subject, and to   
    illustrate the impact discoveries within Physics have affected the way we  
    live. 
 

Physics is highly regarded by employers and universities as a test of 
problem-solving ability and logical thought.  These are both essential skills 
required in all scientific and non-scientific careers.      

 
 
Assessment:  January Exam  - Mechanics (30%) 
 
 June Exam  - Electrons, Waves & Photons (50%) 
 
 Coursework  - Practical Skills in Physics (20%)   
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Faculty:    Science 
 
Level:    AS /A2 
 
Exam Board:   OCR 
 
Entry  
Requirements:   As stated on page 8 . 
 
       
Course Content:  Applied Science at AS and A2 provides a vocationally-focussed   
    approach that enables students to acquire an understanding and   
    appreciation of the scientific knowledge and skills that Scientists need to  
    be effective in a variety of vocational contexts.  A significant aspect of the  
    course is in the further development of practical techniques and following  
    standard procedures that are also used by various organisations. 
 

An A-level qualification in Applied Science could prepare you for study of 
other Sciences at AS (and subsequently A2), or for a vocational course in 
Further or Higher Education such as Forensics, Nutritional Science, 
Environmental Management or Sports Science.   

         
 
Assessment:  Assessment of the AS and A2 Applied Sciences courses is by portfolio 

work and examination. 
 
The AS Applied Science modules involve: 
· Monitoring the Activity of the Human Body – exam 33% 
· Science at Work – Portfolio      33.5% 
· Analysis at Work – Portfolio      33.5% 
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Faculty:       Social Studies 
 
Level:        AS/A2 
 
Exam Board:      OCR 
 
Entry  
Requirements:   As stated on page 8. 
 
Course Content : At AS level you will study the way businesses operate and the effect of the 
    external business environment together with the relationships between the 
    various functions within a business 
 

Unit F291:  An Introduction to Business  what businesses do, 
what businesses need, classification of different businesses, 
business objectives, the operation of the market and external 
influences on business behaviour. 
 
Unit F292:  Business Functions marketing, accounting and 
finance, people in organisations and operations management. 
 
At A2, we select one of the main business functions to study in 
greater detail (accounting, people in organisations, business 
production or operations management)  and you will then study 
business strategy, considering how businesses make decisions 
 
Unit F293 – 296: choose one specialist area from the above 
 
Unit F297: Strategic Management 

 
 
Assessment:     AS:  2 exams   (2 mandatory units) of 1½ hours and 2 hours respectively. 
    A2:   2 exams  (2 further units, one mandatory and one of four option units) 
 

 
 
 
  

 



33 

�
.���	���/ �

 
 

Faculty:    Social Studies 
 
Level:    AS/A2  
 
Exam Board:   Edexcel 
 
Entry  
Requirements:   As stated on page 8. 
 
Course Content:  At AS level you will study global 

themes, including globalisation and climate change. You will discover how 
your own actions can relate to the wider world, be it your local area or a 
country far away.  
Unit 1: Global Challenges - In this unit you will study a range of topics such 
as Global Hazards, Climate Change and Future Global Challenges. 
Unit 2: Geographical Investigations - This gives you an opportunity to 
undertake geographical research, including fieldwork. You will investigate 
two topics in depth, one of Extreme Weather or Crowded Coasts (physical 
geography), and one of Unequal Spaces or Rebranding Places (human 
geography). 
At A2 level you will learn how the world is contested and develop practical 
research skills in your chosen area.  
Unit 3: Contested Planet - In this unit you will consider five key world issues 
and in the sixth topic discuss possible technological solutions to the 
problems (Energy Security, Superpower Geographies, Water Conflicts, 
Bridging the Development Gap, Biodiversity Under Threat and The 
Technological Fix) 
Unit 4: Geographical Research -This will allow you to develop further the 
investigative skills gained at AS level and prepare you for the demands of 
higher education or employment. You will choose one topic from:Tectonic 
Activity and Hazards, Pollution and Human Health at Risk, Cold 
Environments, Consuming the Rural Landscape, Life on the Margins - the 
food supply problem and The World of Cultural Diversity 

 
Assessment:   AS  

Unit 1: Global Challenges 1.5 hour written 
examination, including a colour Resource Booklet 
Unit 2: Geographical Investigations 1 hour written 
examination, including a colour Resource Booklet. 
You will be asked about your fieldwork skills in this 
examination. 
A2  
Unit 3: Contested Planet 2.5 hour written 
examination, including pre-released synoptic 
resources (4 weeks in advance) and a colour 
Resource Booklet in the exam.  
Unit 4: Geographical Research 1.5 hour 
examination, including a pre-released ‘research 
focus’ (4 weeks in advance).  
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Faculty:    Social Studies 
 
Level:    AS/A2 
 
Exam Board:   AQA 
 
Entry  
Requirements:   As stated on page 8. 
 
Course Content:  AS 

Unit 1: Totalitarian Ideology in Theory and Practice, c1848-c1941 
In this unit you will study three totalitarian regimes; The USSR and Marxism, 
Fascist Italy and Nazi Germany. The focus will be on the establishment of 
each regime and the extent to which the regime that developed was 
consistent with totalitarian ideas such as the intolerance of diversity and the 
Cult of Personality. 
Unit 2: A Sixties Social Revolution? British Society, 1959-1975 
In this unit you will investigate the nature and extent to which there was a 
social and cultural change in Britain during the 1960’s. The main emphasis 
will be on whether there was a social revolution or not; how far British values 
were transformed, trends in popular culture, the changing status of women 
and youth and the impact of immigration. 
 
A2 
Unit 3: British Monarchy: the Crisis of State, 1642–1689 
In this unit you will study major political and religious issues to gain an 
understanding of how the nature of monarchy, parliament and the authority of 
the state developed within the period. As part of this, you will study key 
events in depth, for example the regicide (or execution of the king), 
individuals such as Charles I and Oliver Cromwell, as well as ideas like 
millenarianism and republicanism.  
Unit 4: Historical Enquiry:  
This will be based on the investigation of the USA: From Reconstruction to 
Civil Rights, c1865- 1981.  In a series of taught lessons you will explore the 
origins, development and achievements of the struggle for Civil Rights in 
America for various ethnic groups. You will then have to submit a Historical 
Enquiry demonstrating your skills of investigation and analysis. In preparation 
for this you will attend a Workshop at the School of Historical Studies at 
Leicester University. 
     

Assessment:   AS 
Unit 1: 1 hour 15 min written examination; 50% of AS, 25% of A level 
Unit 2: 1 hour 30 min written examination; 50% of AS, 25% of A level 
A2 
Unit 3: 1 hour 30 min written examination; 30% of A level 
Unit 4: Coursework unit; 20% of A level 
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Faculty:    Social Studies 
 
Level:    AS/A2 
 
Exam Board:   AQA 
 
Entry  
Requirements:   As stated on page 8. 
 
Course Content:  AS 
    Unit 1: Investigating Media. 

Media texts, concepts and contexts  
Platforms including e-media, broadcasting and print  
Printed communications  
Cross media studies from broadcast fiction, film fiction, documentary, lifestyle 
music, news and sport.  
Unit 2: Creating Media. 
Independent research, preproduction and planning a practical production  
Technical and creative skills  
Knowledge of relevant codes and conventions  
Relevance of platforms and target audiences  
Production in broadcast, e-media and conventional print media  
Evaluation 
 
A2 

    Unit 3: Media:  
    Critical Perspectives  
    Studying: 

· Representations in the media 
· The impact of new/digital media 
· Cross media issues and debates 
· Media theories 
Unit 4: Media: 
Research and Production 
Critical Investigation based on a focused title 
 
 

Assessment:   Unit 1 is examined through a 2 hour  
    examination, while Unit 2 is   
    examined  through two linked   
    production pieces.  
    Unit 3 is a 2 hour written paper while  
    Unit 4 is assessed through coursework. 
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Faculty:    Social Studies 
 
Level:    AS/A2 
 
Exam Board:   AQA 
 
Entry  
Requirements:   As stated on page 8. 
 
Course Content:  AS 
    Unit 1: Cognitive Psychology, Developmental Psychology & Research Methods 

 Cognitive psychology, including memory and eyewitness testimony. 
 Developmental psychology, including early social development, attachment  
 and the effects of day care. 
 Research methods, in the context of the topic areas. 

Unit 2: Biological (Physiological) Psychology, Social Psychology & Individual 
Differences. 

 Biological (physiological) psychology, including stress, factors affecting stress, 
coping with stress and managing stress. 

 Social psychology, including majority and minority influence, obedience and 
 independent behaviour. 
 Individual differences, including definitions of abnormality, approaches and 

therapies. 
    A2 
    Unit 3: Social Psychology, Physiological Psychology, Cognitive Psychology, 
    Developmental Psychology and Comparative Psychology. 

The study of perceptions, prejudice, aggression, language and the brain. 
The study of animal behaviour and human intelligence. 
Unit 4: Individual Differences; Perspectives: Issues and Debates; Approaches. 
Develop an understanding of psychological abnormality. 
Consider individual differences. 
Develop an understanding of debates and arguments in Psychology. 
 

Assessment:   Units 1, 2 and 3 are examined through examinations of 1½ hours each.  
    Unit 4 is examined through a 2 hour examination. 
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Faculty:    Social Studies 
 
Level:    AS/A2 
 
Exam Board:   AQA 
 
Entry  
Requirements:   As stated on page 8. 
 
Course Content:  AS 

Unit 1 – Families and Households 
What role does the government play in family life? 
How have family types changed and become more diverse? 
How have family lives changed? 
How has childhood changed? 
What demographic changes have there been? 
Unit 2 – Education 
What is education for? 
Why do some students get better grades than others? 
What happens within schools? 
What is the role of the government in the education system? 
How is so Sociological information gathered? (Studied in terms of education). 
Unit 3 – Global Development 
How do countries develop? 
What are the relationships (good and bad) between rich and poor countries? 
What role do large companies and charities have in development? 
How do cities, the environment and war influence development? 
How does employment, education, health, gender and population influence 
development? 
Unit 4 – Crime and Deviance 
How do we explain crime in different ways? 
Who commits crime and why? 
How has crime changed in recent years? 
How can we stop crime? 
Who commits suicide and why? 
How do we gather Sociological information on crime? 
 

 
Assessment:   Unit 1 – a 1 hour exam in June (40% of 
    grade) 

Unit 2 – a 2 hour exam in June (60% of 
grade) 
Unit 3 – a 1 ½ hour exam in June (20% 
of grade) 
Unit 4 – a 2 hour exam in June (30% of 
grade. Remaining 50% from AS grade) 
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Level 2 courses  
 
Level 2 includes qualifications such as BTEC First Certificates or Diplomas, GCSEs and NVQs. 
The full level 2 award means achieving 5 A* - C including English Language and Maths.  You 
need to achieve a full Level 2 before progressing onto Level 3 courses. Therefore, as stated 
earlier, students who have not achieved a grade C in English or Maths will have to resit those 
subjects.  
 
Entry Requirements 
 
Students are generally expected to have a standard of literacy and numeracy supported by a 
general education equivalent to 4/5 GCSEs at grade D/E. Students must be seen to wish to 
succeed and be prepared to work hard throughout the year.  
 
 
 
Students generally do resits in English or Maths co mbined with a choice of two          
BTEC First Certificates in the following : 
 

BTEC First Art and Design 
BTEC First Business Studies 
BTEC First Science 
BTEC First Sport 

 
 
 

BTEC FIRST 
BTEC First programmes are practical, vocationally based courses. They are 100% coursework 
programmes, so there is no terminal examination. You learn by completing projects and 
assignments that are based on realistic workplace situations. Students who successfully 
complete these courses can achieve up to 4 A*-C grade equivalences. Then, combined with 
their other Level 2 qualifications, students with merit grades (see page 8) should be able to 
meet the entry requirements to progress to the Sixth Form. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 
Please note that the College reserves the right to amend this curriculum offer and we 
may not be able to run courses that attract six stu dents or fewer.  

Summary of Curriculum:  
 

Two BTEC First Certificates  
and 

GCSE re-sits in English, or Mathematics, or both 
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Faculty:    Art & Design 
 
Level:    BTEC First  Diploma 
 
Exam Board:   Edexcel 
    
 
Entry  
Requirements:   As stated on page 8.  
 
Course Content:  The course is a foundation for developing Art & Design skills in the many  
    different design medias.  Students are encouraged to develop both their  
    Art, Graphic & 3D skills. They have the option to also study and combine  
    Textiles, Photography and Ceramics in their assignments. 
 
    The Study timetable is 20 hours per week so this is an intensive study.  
    Each Student has ownership of a design base to aid their work. Tasks are  
    set for building skills and trips are arranged for them to experience the  
    vocational element of the course (for example; setting up of exhibitions). 
 
Assessment:   Students complete 6 Units and are assessed with the grading    
    opportunities of either a; Pass, Merit or Distinction. 
    Students must complete learning logs to show their understanding and  
    progression through the course, They are expected to complete sketch  
    books and will complete 3 or 4 final Art & Design finished pieces for their  
    portfolio. 
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Faculty:    Social Studies 
 
Level:    BTEC First Certificate 
 
Exam Board:   Edexcel 
 
Entry  
Requirements:   As stated on page 8. 
 
Course Content:  The BTEC First Certificate is a one-year course and is made up of three  
    units.   There are many opportunities to experience the vocational element 
    of the course,  including a period of work experience,  with lessons   
    including discussions, presentations, visits and worksheets. 
. 

Units  
Exploring Business Purpose  Investigation into four businesses to find out 
about ownership, different business sectors, functional areas of business 
and aims and objectives. 
 
Investigating Financial Control An introduction to various business 
finance concepts including calculating profit and break-even point and 
drawing up cash flow statements.  We also investigate the documents 
used to record financial transactions 
 
People in Organisations All organisations aim to employ people with the 
right skills and attitude.  In this unit we consider: how to prepare for 
employment; terms and conditions of employment; how working practices 
are developed; how to plan your career development  

 
Assessment:   Each unit is assessed by a coursework assignment, so in total there are  
    THREE assignments to complete during the one-year course 
 

. 
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Faculty:    Science   
 
Level:    BTEC First Certificate 
 
Exam Board:   Edexcel 
 
Entry  
Requirements:          As stated on page 8. 
  
Course Content:   This is a one year course and consists of 3 units. 
     

 
Biological Systems 

Chemistry Applications 

Physical Sciences Applications 

 
 

Students may then wish to progress onto the A Level in 
Applied Science. 
 
This qualification will enable students to enter a science based 
career, BTEC National or NVQ course such as technical or 
clinical laboratory assistants, beauty therapy, sports and 
exercise sciences, pharmacy services, dental technology. 

    
Assessment:  Assessment is by means of graded assignments (Pass Merit 

and Distinction).  Each student will complete 18 assignments 
in total over 3 units. All assignments are based on realistic 
workplace situations, activities and demands. 

 
There are no final exams, all assessment is coursework 
based.  
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Faculty:    Physical Education 
 
Level:    BTEC First Certificate 
 
Exam Board:   Edexcel 
 
Entry  
Requirements:   As stated on page 8. 
 
Course Content:   Students study the following units: 

 
¨ Health, Safety and Injury in Sport 
¨ The Sports Industry 
¨ Planning and Leading Sports Activities 
 
 
This is a full time one year vocational course and each unit has 60 guided 
learning hours. 
 
It will enable a student to enter into a sport related career such as coaching 
or working within a Sport/Leisure Centre. Alternatively, it also provides a 
good grounding to go onto a more advanced course such as the BTEC 
National Diploma, Certificate or Award. 
 
All BTEC students will also work towards the Community Sports Leaders 
Award. 
 

Assessment:  Assessment is by means of graded assignments (Pass, Merit and 
Distinction). Each student will complete 3 assignments for each of the six 
units studied. All assignments are based on realistic workplace situations, 
activities and demands. 

 
    There are no final exams, all assessment is coursework based. 
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